
For favour of posting 
 

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS AND ACTUARIAL SCIENCE 
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 

Seminar 

Mr. Scott Brady DRUMMONDS 
Ecosystem Coordinator, Open Data Hong Kong; formerly Director of Cloud and Big Data Specialists 

EMC Corporation; formerly Director of Technical Marketing, VMware, Inc. 

will give a talk 

entitled 

BIG DATA ANALYTICS AND HONG KONG 

Abstract 

In the last decade Facebook, Google, LinkedIn, Twitter, and half a dozen other companies have gone 
from unknown startups to internet titans.  Consumers believe they are successful because the social 
services they provide.  But the hidden truth is that these companies are cash creating machines because 
of the magic they perform with the data they own.  They are the pioneers of a multi-billion dollar big data 
analytics industry. 

While many companies struggle to find use from the vast amounts of data available to them, a few 
analytics-savvy companies are making fortunes.  Companies like Amazon and Netflix have figured out 
ways to harness their user's information for great profit.  They are employing thousands of computer 
scientists and statisticians to analyze their data and learn secrets unknown to the rest of the world.  They 
are assisted by new tools and techniques that extend their power and encroach on individuals' privacy.  
They are hiring a hundreds more companies are hoping to replicate their magic. 

The big data industry is worth $6B USD worldwide and is growing 40% each year.  Hong Kong is just 
now starting to see its start.  In this talk Scott will talk about the big data industry, its pioneers, its promise 
and its concerns. Scott will cover opportunities for research, development and possible jobs from Hong 
Kong to the Silicon Valley. 

on 

Wednesday, November 27, 2013 

2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

at 

Room 524, Meng Wah Complex 
(behind the Chong Yuet Ming Amenities Centre) 

Visitors Please Note that the University has limited parking space.  If you are 
driving please call the Department at 2859 2466 for parking arrangement. 

All interested are welcome 
 


