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Abstract 

Medical cost process often exhibits a sudden increase before the death of an individual.  
Traditional models for stochastic processes count time forward from an initial event and such 
models typically cannot account for the sudden increase in medical cost before death.   
In this talk, I will present a novel concept of backward cost process for studying end-of-life 
cost.  This approach considers failure event to be the time origin for the medical cost 
process and counts time backward.  Nonparametric and semiparametric estimation of 
backward cost processes will be discussed in the presence of incomplete follow-up.   
The methods are used to study end-of-life cost of ovarian cancer patients in SEER-Medicare 
linked data, which is a combination of incident and prevalent cohort data. 
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Visitors Please Note that the University has limited parking space.  If you are 
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